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We believe that
key to school
improvement is
sharing ideas.
This is an
aspect of Infinity
Academies
Trust that we are
continually very
keen to develop.

Gavin Booth Paul K Ainsworth
CEO School Improvement Director

We are so proud of how our colleagues have adapted to
remote learning. It is hard to believe that on Monday 4th
January pupils across our Trust were in our schools, but by
8pm that evening the Prime Minister announced that schools
nationwide would be closed for the immediate future.

This required all our staff to immediately ‘pivot’ and move
from teaching a class of children in front of them to providing
education to children of ‘Critical Workers’, while at the same
time providing high-quality remote learning for the rest of their
class who were working from home.

The work our colleagues have done to achieve this is
SO impressive.

From this was born the concept of a booklet of ideas that
would enable our colleagues to share hints and tips across
our seven schools, so that everyone can benefit from the
shared learning that is being created.

It has been wonderful to compile all the excellent practice
across our Trust in this booklet and we are looking to build on
this concept of CPD in the terms ahead.

Gavin Booth Paul K Ainsworth
CEO School Improvement Director
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Phonics boards

We've created Phonics Boards on PowerPoints
for each phonics group and placed them on
the school website. These boards follow the
normal sessions with a range of review, teach,
practice and apply activities appropriate for the
phonics phase of that group and also include
sound buttons so pupils can hear the pure
sounds and our explanations.

Shona Knight / Roey Drury / Trudie Smart
KS1
Gipsey Bridge Academy

Work buddy

Children learning at home have a ‘work buddy’
who they can complete sheets with.

Many children are already playing together on
games consoles so I've suggested to some
parents that having a 'work buddy’ might
encourage more reluctant learners to complete
work if they know they are having a peer chat
like they may have in lessons.

Louise Daniels
Year 6
Spilsby Primary Academy




Great ideas for remote learning

Everyday items and EYFS

Adapting EYFS lessons that use everyday
items. Our class had been looking at
repeating patterns so | gave examples of
patterns using knives, forks, toys and other
things readily available around the house.

| didn’t want parents to think they needed
to buy any special items to complete the

lessons and they have been very imaginative,

for example, using different shaped pasta.

Daily challenge

Each day we set a daily challenge. This is
nothing to do with school, but something
fun for the children. We have included ideas
such as making a healthy meal, walking a
mile with family, using the washing machine
and using clothes from your wardrobe to
dress up for a fancy dinner.

Sharon Tory
EYFS
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy

Jess Campling / Bryony Cobb
Year 5
Spilsby Primary Academy
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Interventions at home

A pack of resources that, where possible,
meet the targets of children that have an
|EP. For example, if a child has a target ‘To
improve sight reading of high frequency
words’, we have provided a set of HFW in
an envelope, which includes suggestions
for how they can be used written on the
envelope.

Low stakes quizzes

As per the Ofsted guidance ‘What’s working
well in remote education’, feedback, retrieval
practice and assessment are more important
than ever, so | use Microsoft Forms for

low stakes quizzes. This will let us see the
answers and have a record of which children
have engaged with it.

Charlotte Tuplin / Rachel Jeffery
Year 3/4
Spilsby Primary Academy

Jess Campling
Year 5
Spilsby Primary Academy
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Phone numbers

If you are putting contact numbers into an
excel sheet on Teams for recording phone
calls, stop the zero from disappearing by

including a space after the first five digits.

Translations for parents

When setting remote learning on the website,
write as many of the tasks and instructions
as possible directly onto the webpage. This
will mean that your EAL parents can use the
translate feature on the website and they can
view the learning in their home language!

Jackie Hawkesworth
SBM
Infinity Academies Trust
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Lynne Smith
Year 1
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy

Environments for videos

We have found that making videos in familiar
environments, such as the classroom, really
engages the children in remote learning. We
often create videos that involve either both
teachers or a teacher and teaching assistant
too, which we have been told really benefits
the children.

Learning through play

We add suggestions for play to the website
each week. These might link to our topic or
aim to develop a range of different skills and
often match some of the enhanced provision
in school that week. Parents can then take
photos or videos and add them to Tapestry.

Mia Doran / Ellie Pask
Year 1
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy

Marking in KS1

Our Year 1 children love seeing the ticks on
all the things they get right. So, we have been
using the edit tool when receiving photos of
children’s work to mark and give feedback.
The children love seeing their feedback
visually not just in an email.

Shona Knight
EYFS
Gipsey Bridge Academy

Almost live teaching!

Record yourself delivering an input with the
critical worker children, then quickly upload
this to your class pages. This allows you to
address misconceptions. It is the next best
thing to live teaching and means that children
learning remotely have high-quality input and
modelling of strategies.

Lauren Hinch
Year 1
Wyberton Primary Academy

Joe Hawkins
Year 6
Wyberton Primary Academy
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Remote learning
instruction pack

A pack has been created with pictorial
instructions for parents and children to easily
see how to access remote learning and how
to email staff. We also included pictorial
instructions for using phones as scanners
and how to translate the website with one
easy click.

Pre-empt
misconceptions

As you would do in a normal lesson, pre-
empt the misconceptions. In your video,
model what the misconception may be and
the mistakes that children normally make.
Ensure the children can see this on their
devices clearly.

Louise Curtis
Learning Mentor
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy

Setting the time

Usually we would all have a clock to support
us. The first task | set was for the pupils to
create their own cardboard clocks and send
me a video of them using it to make times of
the day.

Charlotte Morris / Vanessa Crawford
Year 5
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy

Handwriting with
a visualiser

We found handwriting slipped during the last
lockdown and we needed a more productive
way of teaching this to the children at home.

The Aver magnifier (visualiser) helps us. We
create videos, which are added to tapestry,
talking through the letter formations. Parents
can see how letters are formed and how
children should correctly hold a pencil.

Melissa Anstey
Year 2
Wyberton Primary Academy

12

Cat Douce / Julie Green
EYFS
Pinchbeck East CE Primary School

Voice and video on
slides for KS1

We use the app ‘Loom’ so we can press
record whilst displaying a PowerPoint,

it shows our face in a bubble whilst we
voiceover the slides and enables a pen tool
to draw over the slides. The video can be
uploaded to Seesaw, so children can watch
alongside seeing their own copy of the slides
to annotate. Voice and video on a slide really
motivates KS1 children.

Misconception
feedback videos

These are made during the day, based on
what the children upload in the morning. We
send these out to everyone in the afternoon,
so children can mark their work and know
how to improve. This helps parents too

as they know the strategies that we use

in school. This means the pressure is off
parents as well.

Laure Croft/ Jess Taylor
Year 2
Pinchbeck East CE Primary School

Tapestry

Tapestry offers great 2-way conversation
between parents and teachers. Parents

can upload remote learning that they have
completed with their child (photos, videos or
text). The teacher can then assess it and offer
next steps — again by attaching text, photos
or videos to the same observation.

Enya Szokalska and Samantha Jones
Year 3
Spalding Primary School

Unifix cubes and EYFS maths

We sent home 10 unifix cubes with every
child and now use these daily in maths in
many different ways, using egg boxes, ten
frames, etc. | model using them in my videos
and then the children are able to send back
their photos of them doing the same.

Emma Taylor
FS
Wyberton Primary Academy

Amanda Wright
Reception
Spalding Primary School
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Bringing the classroom
environment home

Our children rely a lot on the classroom
environment, for example phonics displays.
We have been taking pictures of the
environment and sending it to pupils so they
can virtually access the classroom scaffolds
when learning at home.

Feedback without
feedback

If families at home are not sharing how

their child is doing, how can you still give
feedback? We've used misconceptions we've
seen from children in school as a basis. We
film feedback, place it on the website and
post the link to twitter for parents to see. The
following morning, if you press play in the
classroom you have a readymade starter for
your next lesson!

Lauren Hinch / Katie Davies
Year 1 & 4
Wyberton Primary Academy

Web page galleries

Create a gallery on the bottom of your class
pages each week to share and celebrate
the remote learners’ work. This is an easy
motivational tool and a superb way to share
the hard work of the remote learners with
other families.

Nathan Shortland / Alison Smith
Year 4
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy

Individual video feedback

We record individual feedback for our
children using the app ‘Explain Everything.’
You can annotate worksheets, model
strategies and record your voice. Then

just upload it to Dropbox — either online or
through the app (set up a free account first)
— click share, copy the link and email to your

pupils.

Joe Hawkins
Year 6
Wyberton Primary Academy
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Rachael Lineker
Year 4
Wyberton Primary Academy
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Voice overs

In Year 1, we usually teach using ‘my turn
your turn.” We have been voicing over the
slides to support with home learning. While
voicing over, we have been encouraging
children to pause the video and have a go at
various points before we model the answer
as we would at school.

Story time live

We create a 20-minute Teams meeting with
our children who are in school as well as
those that are at home, so that we can share
a story time. This is also a great opportunity
for the children who are at home to see the
teacher and catch up with their friends. |
noticed the wellbeing of my class being
supported by this during our bubble pop last
term.

Alice Cook / Beth Holliday
Year 1
Spalding Primary School
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Melissa Anstey
Year 2
Wyberton Primary Academy
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Super movers

This is a great resource on the BBC website,
which focuses on learning through moving
and is linked to different curriculum areas
delivered by famous people or mascots. I've
been using them as starters for my maths
lessons.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/
ks2-collection/zrdky9q

Weekly foundation
subject introduction

We've been making a weekly video
introduction to our learning in the foundation
subjects. This gives a talking point for
families, similar to using key questions for the
term and provides opportunities for families
to make links in order to succeed with home
schooling.

Kathryn Pledger
Year 6
Pinchbeck East CE Primary School

Parent links to videos

Some parents were not able to locate the
Video Resource Centre or find a specific
video for the lesson. To make it clear and
simple for parents, we have included a link
on the timetable to the video supporting that
lesson. Parents click the link to take them
directly to that video.

Cally Stockwell and Jak Kirkman
Year 3
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy

Creative videos

| encourage dressing up, using a variety of
locations, as well as props and generally
anything that will engage the children, in
order to make them smile and enjoy learning.
It also gives parents a giggle. It is also okay
to stumble over words or make little mistakes,
as it shows parents we are not perfect and
make mistakes too!

Jemma Kelly
Year 2
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy

Kachelle Shepherd / Marie Tiwari
EYFS
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy
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Behaviour support

To encourage daily wellbeing activities at
home for the children, we have created a
wellbeing pack filled with activity ideas for
supporting anxiety and wellbeing. Sessions
with the Learning Mentor are also offered for
parents to discuss any tricky behaviours and
strategies and support.

Home science

We prepared soil, runner bean seeds and
cress seeds along with a transparent cup for
the parents to collect. The children planted
their bean seeds and will nurture them with
water/light. The cress seeds have also been
placed on tissue paper in - light/water, light/
no water, water/no light - for observation of
how changing variables affect growth.

Louise Curtis
Learning Mentor
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy

Sharing our class novel

We know how important our daily reading of
the class novel is for our KS2 children. So, we
have continued to read our class novel daily
to the children who are in school and have
recorded this session and posted it on the
webpage.

Laura Beesley / Daisy Cunnington /
Zoe Goddard
Year 1, Pinchbeck East CE Primary School

Resource packs for EAL and
SEN pupils

To provide extra support for our EAL and
SEN children, we have been making packs
including a range of activities and resources
linked to the child’s individual needs. These
are then added to weekly to support that
week’s learning.

Joe Jacques / Kayla Allen
Upper Key Stage 2
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy
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Emma Dobbs / Nikki Stukins
Upper Key Stage 2
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy

Divide and conquer

When we are working as a team to tackle

our list of jobs, we don’t put in concrete

what everyone is doing and when. Instead,
we have short frequent chats to monitor the
list and how we are utilising our time. This
enables flexibility for the days when there are
lots of emails or phone calls.

Art and music

| plan all art and music lessons for each year
group. | have written each lesson plan with
our families in mind and the assumption there
will be limited or no specialist resources at
home. This means that everyone can access
the learning.

Chris Lee / Rob Rowlatt / Sarah
Featherstone
Year 3, St Nicholas CE Primary Academy

Michala Allen
Upper Key Stage 2
St Nicholas CE Primary Academy
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On-line
resources
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Across our seven primary schools we are using
a wide range of on-line resources in different
ways. We are using resources to help with

our planning, we are also providing on-line
resources to explain concepts to our pupils and
also to give them a range of tasks.

We have collated these resources and categorised
them into their curriculum areas and the
appropriate Key Stages. This bank of resources
can be found at:

https://www.infinityacademies.co.uk/remote-
learning-hints-tips-and-resources/

The Assistant Heads and Senior Leaders
Infinity Academies Trust




Notes

22

23



Infinity Academies Trust is a
growing Multi-Academy Trust,
currently consisting of seven
primary schools. It is made

up of both Church of England
and Community Schools.

The academies currently work
together in three hubs and it
is hoped to add an additional
hub in the near future.
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Infinity Academies Trust

Ready to learn; Prepared to flourish.

Boston Hub:

St Nicholas CE Primary Academy
St Thomas’ CE Primary Academy
Wyberton Primary Academy

East Lindsey Hub:
Gipsey Bridge Academy
Spilsby Primary Academy

Spalding Hub:
Pinchbeck East CE Primary School
Spalding Primary School

Infinity Academies Trust
Wyberton Low Road
Boston

Lincolnshire

PE21 7TRZ

01205 362860

www.infinityacademies.co.uk
enquiries@infinityacademies.co.uk
@InfinityAcad



